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This  bulletin  presents  certain  of  the  more  important  results  of  the  census  of 
feeble-minded  and  epileptics  in  institutions,  taken  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
in  1923.  Additional  statistics  will  be  presented  in  the  eomplete  report,  lum  in 
press. 

INSTITUTIONS  REPRESENTED 

The  total  number  of  special  institutions  covered  by  the  census  was  139.  Of 
this  number,  122  were  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  and  17  were  institutions 
for  epileptics.  In  addition,  there  were  2  State  and  12  Federal  hospitals  for  mental 
disease  that  returned  schedules  for  feeble-minded,  and  3  State  and  12  Federal 
hospitals  for  mental  disease  that  returned  schedules  for  epileptics. 

Of  the  122  special  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded,  55  were  State  institutions, 
1  was  a  city  institution,  and  66  were  private  institutions;  and  of  the  17  special 
institutions  for  epileptics,  10  were  State  institutions  and  7  were  private  institu'* 
tions. 

The  institutional  care  of  the  feeble-minded  and  epileptics  is  very  largely  a- 
public  matter.  Of  the  51,731  resident  patients^  for  whom  schedules  were  re- 
ceived only  3,788,  or  7.3  per  cent,  were  in  private  institutions;  46,580,  or  90 
per  cent,  were  in  State  institutions;  and  1,363,  or  2.6  per  cent,  in  other  public 
institutions.  Of  the  8,680  first  admissions  during  1922,  only  795,  or  9.2  per  cent, 
entered  private  institutions;  7,467,  or  86  per  cent,  were  received  in  State  hospi- 
tals; and  418,  or  4.8  per  cent,  in  other  pubUc  institutions. 

1  This  is  the  number  of  patients  in  special  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  and  the  epileptic,  comprising 
42,954  in  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  and  8,777  in  institutions  for  epileptics.  There  were  in  addition 
18,829  iBeble-minded  and  10,016  epileptics  in  hospitals  for  the  insane,  and  12,183  feeble-minded  and  1,065 
epileptics  in  almshouses,  making  a  grand  total  of  9B»826  feeble-minded  and  ^^ptkss  in  tiie  variona  Uipar 
of  institutions  covered  by  the  oeosus. 
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PATIENTS  IN  INSTrrUTIONS  FOB  THE.  FEEBLE-MINDED 

NUMBER  OF  PATIEf  TS 

Table  1  gives  the  number  of  feeble-minded  in  special  institutions  for  the 
feeble-minded  in  1923,  1910,  and  1904.  The  number  of  such  persons  per  100,000 
of  the  total  population  increased  from  17.5  in  1904  to  39.3  in  1923.  This  marked 
increase  doubtless  resulted  largely  from  the  increased  institutional  facilities  and 
the  more  general  use  of  institutions  in  recent  years.  It  does  not  either  prove  or 
disprove  the  popular  belief  that  feeble-mindedness  is  on  the  increase. 

In  addition  to  the  42,954  feeble-minded  shown  in  the  table,  there  were  also 
6,750  feeble-minded  epileptic  patients  in  institutions  for  epileptics. 

Table  1.— Feeble-minded  Patients  in  Special  iNSTiTtmoNS  fob  the  Febble- 

minded:  1»23,  1910,  and  1904 


Number 

Per  100,000 

of  total 
populatton 

42, 954 
20, 731 
14, 347 

39.3 
22.5 
17.5 

COLOR  OB  BACE 

In  the  white  population,  as  shown  by  Table  2,  the  number  of  feeble-minded 
resident  patients  per  100,000  of  the  population  increased  from  25  in  1910  to  44^ 
in  1923;  while  among  the  negroes  the  increase  was  from  2.8  in  1910  to  9.4  in  19^*5. 
Whether  any  increase  in  the  actual  frequency  of  feebkvmindedness  m  the  popu- 
lation of  either  of  the  two  races  has  taken  place  during  this  period  is  not  kiiown. 
The  comparatively  low  rate  shown  for  negroes  is  probably  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  Southern  States  either  had  no  State  institution  for  the 
feeble-minded  or  had  institutions  only  recently  opened. 

Table  2. — Patients  in  Institutions  for  FEBBLB-BaNDEn,  by  Colob  ob 

Rage:  1923  and  1910 


COIOB  OB  BilCX 

mo 

Ntimber 

Per  cent 
distribu- 
tkm 

Per 
100,000  ot 
same  race 

Number 

Per  cent 
distribu- 
tion 

Per 
100,000  of 
same  tsm 

42,954 

100.0 

40.6 

,      20, 731 

lOOiO 

22.5 

41, 936 
980 
38 

97.6 
2.3 

ai 

44.2 
9.4 
8.9 

20,441 
280 
10 

9a6 

1.4 

(») 

2S.0 
2.8 
2.4 

»  Comprises  Indians.  Chinese,  Japanese,  and  unknown. 
I  Lms  than  (me-tenut  at  1  vex  cent. 


NATIVITY  AND  PARENTAGE 

Table  3  shows  that  in  the  case  of  each  nativity  and  parentage  group  there  was 
a  notable  increase  between  1910  and  1923  in  the  ^"d«f*^^^f^Pf>^^ 
The  low  ratio  among  the  foreign  bom  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  unmigrants 
found  to  be  feeble-minded  are  not  permitted  to  enter  this  country. 


Table  3. — Whtte  Patients  ix  Institutions  for  Feeble-minded,  bt  Nativity 

AND  Parentage:  1923  and  1910 


PER  100,000  POPULA- 

Number i 

TION     OF  8AHB 

KAtmrr  and  pabbntaqe 

January  1, 
1923 

NATIVITY  AND 
PARENTAGE 

im 

1910 

Native  white.  

38,380 

47.3 

26.5 

20,361 

34.9 

17.0 

Foreign  parentage   

7,593 

48.4 

128.6 

Mixed  parentage  

3, 346 

47.9 

1,808 

13.6 

9l8 

1  Includes  mixed  parentage. 

AGE 


The  age  distribution  of  patients  in  institutions  for  feeble-minded  is  sliown 
by  sex  in  Table  4.  Tlie  larger  proportion  of  females  than  of  males  in  the  middle 
age  groups  is  partly  due  to  the  special  provision  made  in  some  States  for  the 
institutional  care  of  feeble-minded  women  during  the  child-bearing  period. 


Table  4. — Patubnts  in  Institutions  for  FEEBLE-ifiNDSD,  Januabt  1,  1923| 

BY  AGE  AND  SEX 


AGE 

NUMBER 

PER  CENT  DISTRIBUTION 

Total 

Male 

Finale 

Total 

Male 

Female 

42,  954 

21, 277 

21,677 

loao 

100.0 

100.0 

418 

!  237 

181 

1.0 

1.1 

0.8 

2,969 

1,  799 

1, 170 

6.9 

8.5 

5.4 

7,632 

4,629 

3,008 

17.8 

21-8 

13.0 

9,396 

4v8U 

4,515 

2L7 

22.6 

2a8 

90  to  24  years   _  

6, 665 

3, 033 

3,633 

15.5 

14.3 

16.8 

4, 576 

2,001 

2,575 

10.7 

9.4 

11.9 

3,511 

1,463 

2,048 

8.2 

6.9 

9.4 

2,657 

1,065 

1,572 

6.2 

5.1 

7*S 

1, 911 

798 

1,113 

4.4 

3.8 

5.1 

1,217 

486 

731 

2.8 

2.3 

3.4 

758 

311 

447 

1.8 

1.5 

Zl 

386 

170 

216 

0.9 

0.8 

1.0 

60  to  64  vears  

233 

115 

118 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

123 

54 

69 

0.3 

0.3 

0.3 

TOyeaiSAndover  

92 

.  84 

58 

0.2 

0.2 

as 

Age  unknown   

480 

252 

228 

1.1 

L2 

1.1 

MARITAL  CONDITION 

As  shown  by  Table  5,  feeble-minded  patients  in  institutions  are  mostly  un- 
married. A  large  part  of  them  are  admitted  before  reaching  a  marriageable  age, 
the  laws  of  many  States  prohibit  the  marriage  of  feeble-minded  persons,  and 
public  sentiment  is  eversrwhere  opposed  to  such  marriages. 


Table  5. — Patients  in  Institutions  for  Feeble-minded,  bt  Mautaii  Con- 
dition AND  Sex:  1923  and  1910 


MAKXTAL  CONDITION 

1923 

199 

Number 

Per  cent  distribu- 
tion 

Number 

Per  cent  distribu- 
tion 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

1 

Female 

Male 

Foniale 

Total  

Single  

Married  

Widowed... 

Divorced..    .  . 
Unknown  

21,277 

21,677 

loao 

loao 

1  11,015 

9,716 

loao 

loao 

20,966 
113 

19 

8 

152 

20,524 
726 
127 
70 
230 

98.6 
0.5 
0.1 

0) 

a7 

94.7 
3.3 
0.6 
0.3 
hi 

1  10^965 
!  37 
17 
2 
4 

9,558 
83 
46 
16 
13 

99.5 

a2 

0.2 

{}) 

98.4 

ao 
as 

0.2 

ai 

Less  than  one-tentb  of  1  x^er  cent. 


4 


NUMmi  OF  TIMES  ADMITTED 

Of  the  42.964  patients  in  institutions  for  feeble-minded  on  January  1,  1923, 
tabulated  with  respect  to  times  admitted,  93.3  per  cent  had  been  admitted  to  such 
iMtitutioM  but  oice,  5.2  per  cent  but  twice,  and  only  0.6  per  cent  three  times 
or  more. 


Tabia  6.— Patients  in  Institutions  for  Feeble-minded,  Janttaby  1,  1023, 
BY  Number  of  Times  Admitted  to  Such  Institutions 


mess  admitted 

HUMBSB  or  FAIIBKtS 

rXB  CMM^  DisnoBtmoN 

Total 

Male 

Fmiale 

ToM 

Male 

ii^eanle 

42, 954 

21, 277 

21, 677 

100.0 

loao 

loao 

40,093 

1      19, 605 

20,488 

93.3 

92.1 

915 

2,238 

1,273 

965 

5.2 

6.0 

4.5 

191 

113 

78 

0.4 

0.5 

0.4 

31 

20 

11 

0.1 

ai 

0.1 

22 

14 

8 

0.1 

ai 

379 

262 

137 

a9 

L2 

1  Less  thaa  ooMenUt  of  i  omt. 


LENGTH  OF  TIME  SPENT  IN  INSTITUTIONS 

The  duration  of  institution  life  of  resident  patients  in  institutions  for  the  feeble- 
minded is  summarized  in  Table  7.  Only  15.1  per  cent  of  the  e^t^ents  had  been 
S  the  institutions  less  than  one  year,  while  51  per  cent  had  ^eenin  theingfatutioM 
five  vears  or  more  The  data  of  Tables  6  and  7  taken  together  indicate  that  a 
?onsiderabfe  proportion  of  the  patients  admitted  to  institutions  for  the  feeble- 
minded  remain  therein  for  the  bahmee  of  theur  hves. 

Tasta  7.— Patibnts  in  iNS-nTimoNS  for  Feeble-minded,  Janttaby  1,  1923, 
BT  Length  of  Time  Spent  in  Such  Institutions 


NUMBER  OF  PAtlMTS 

FSB  CBm  SiBTBIBimOH 

Total  j 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

42,954 

21,277 

21,677 

loao 

100.0 

100.0 

1, 697 
2,  337 
2,462 
^756 

888 
1, 419 
1,290 
2;  554 

809 
918 
1, 172 

%m 

40 
5.4 
5i7 
U.1 

4.2 
6.7 
6.1 
12.0 

3.7 
4.2 
5.4 

ia2 

3.  753 
3, 648 
2, 354 
9,862 

1,877 

1,  795 
1, 140 
4,461 

1,876 

1, 853 
1, 214 
5,401 

8.7 
&5 
6.5 
23.0 

8.8 
8.4 
5.4 

8.7 
8.6 
5.6 
2I.9 

5,045 
3,024 
3, 999 
17 

2,469 
1,429 
1,944 
U 

2,576 
1,595 

a;  055 

6 

11.7 
7.0 
9i3 

0) 

11.6 
6.7 
9.1 
0.1 

11.9 
7.4 
9.6 

(0 

1  Len  tbaa  oiie4nitb  <rf  1  pw  oeat. 


FULST  ADMISSIONS— URBAN  AND  RURAL 

First  admissions  to  institutions  for  feeble-mind^  from  «f ban  and  rural  teni- 
torv  during  1922  are  distributed  by  mental  status  and  sex  in  Table  8  TaWe  9 
shSvs  the  lumber  of  fiwt  admissions  per  100,000  of  the  population  of  the  same 
sex  and  environment. 
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Table  8.— First  Admissions  to  Institutions  fob  Fbeb?.b-iiindbd  Dubikg 
*  1922,  BY  Mental  Status,  Enyibonmbnt,  and  Sex 


&U&AI. 

Total 

num- 
ber! 

Numt^r 

Per  cent 
dislzibution 

Nomber 

Per  cent 
distribution 

To- 
tal 

•  Male 

Fe- 
male 

To- 
tal 

M. 

F. 

To- 
tal 

M. 

F. 

To- 
tal 

M. 

F. 

Total-  .  

7, 259 

4. 615 

2, 610 

2, 005 

100.01 

100.0 

100.0 

]2, 239 

1, 214 

1,025 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

 i 

1.064 
2,  650 
3,064 
231 
141 

602 
1,568 
2, 181 
109 
100 

335 

267 

13.0 

12.8 

13.3 

365 

203 

162 

16.3 

16.7 

15.8 

937 

631 

34.0 

35.9 

31.5 

945 

537 

408 

42.2 

44.2 

39.8 

1, 191 
5(] 
67 

990 

47.3 

45.6 

49.4 

782 

403 

379 

34.9 

33.2 

37.0 

Unclassified  feeble-minaed. 

59 
33 

2.4 
2.2 

1.9 
2.6 

2.S 
l.€ 

100 
27 

48 
17 

52 
10 

4.5 
1.2 

4.0 
1.4 

5.1 
1.0 

Not  feeble-minded  

109 

55 

3C 

22 

1.2 

1.1 

1.2 

20 

C 

14 

0.9 

0.5 

• 

1  Includes  405  first  admissions  whose  previous  environme«it  was  not  reported. 


Table  9.— Number  of  First  Admissions  'to  Instctdtwns  fob  Fbwum^ 
MixNDED  During  1922  raa  100,000  Poptoation  o»  Samb  Smx  aw  BimTOir- 

MBNT,  BT  GbOGBAPHIC  UiVISIONS 


OBOGBAffBiC  MVUrnm 


United  States. 

New  England  

Middle  Atlantic  

East  North  Central- 
West  North  Central 

South  Atlantic  

East  South  Central - 
West  South  Central 
Mountain  - 


PSB  UMMWP  POPULATION  OF  SAMK  ENVIRONMENT  AND  SEX 


Urbaa 


Total 

Male 

•BMnale 

Total 

Male 

Itaiala 

8.5 

9.6 

7.4 

4.4 

4.5 

4.1 

7.2 

7.9 

6.5 

10.8 

1&« 

10.2 

12.0 

8.3 

8.6 

8.8 

&4 

9.9 

11.9 

7.7 

5.8 

ti 

6.0 

6.6 

5.4 

4.8 

7.5 

7.9 

7. 1 

3.1 

3.3 

1.6 

1.9 

1.3 

0.5 

0.7 

2.7 

1.2 

4.1 

1. 1 

1.3 

aft 

&3 

5.9 

4.6 

4.2 

4.8 

12.4 

lOiS 

141 

las 

ia7 

ILO 

Rural 


The  rates  in  Table  9  do  not  indicate  the  relative  prevalence  of  f eeble-mmded- 
ness  in  urban  and  rural  districts.  Since  social  adjustment  w  much  more  difficult 
in  cities  than  in  rural  districts,  it  is  probable  that  of  the  total  feeble-minded  m 
the  community  the  proportion  sent  to  institutidns  is  larger  in  cities  than  m  rural 
^^ti»icts.  The  fates  are  also  affected  by  the  more  adequate  provision  made  tor 
the  care  of  the  feeble-minded  in  cities  than  in  rural  districts.  The  btates  with 
large  urban  populations  as  a  rule  are  also  better  provided  with  institutions  than 
Stfttes  with  relatively  large,  rural  populations. 

DISCHARGES 

As  shown  by  Table  10,  the  patients  discharged  from  institutions  for  the  feeble- 
mhided  during  1«22  were  mostly  young  persons,  3  out  of  4  of  them  being  under 
25  years  of  age.   The  dischai^  femsdes  averaged  older  than  the  discharged 


« 
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Table  lO, — Patients  Discharged  From  Institutions  po«  Feeble-minded 

During  1922,  by  Age  and  Sex 


KtncBn 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1,703 

1,261 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

40 

29 

11 

1.3 

L7 

a9 

252 

152 

100 

8.5 

8.9 

7.9 

508 

333 

175 

17.1 

19.6 

13.9 

m 

5S1 

302 

29.S 

34.1 

23.» 

540 

267 

273 

18.2 

15.7 

21.6 

274 

154 

120 

9.2 

9.0 

9.6 

149 

74 

75 

5.0 

4.3 

5.9 

76 

34 

41 

2.5 

2.0 

S.» 

61 

18 

43 

2.1 

1.1 

3.4 

57 

7 

50 

1.9 

0.4 

4.0 

32 

5 

27 

1.1 

0.3 

2.1 

9 

6 

4 

0.3 

as 

0.3 

.  2 

2 

0.1 

0.2 

1 
5 

76 

1 
I 
42 

0.2 
2.6 

0.1 
0.1 
2.5 

4 
34 

0.3 
2.7 

1  hm  ^bux  one-teath  of  1  per  cent. 


DEATHS 

The  death  rate  among  the  feeble^nded  varies  with  the  degree  of  mental 

defect,  the  rate  in  1922  among  idiots,  imbeciles,  and  mwons  per  1,000  under 
treatment  being  68.7,  26.7,  and  10.1,  respectively,  as  shown  by  Table  11.  In 

each  mental-status  group  the  rate  is  higher  among  males  than  among  females. 
In  the  moron  group  the  rate  approximates  that  of  the  general  population.  The 
higher  death  rate  among  the  feeble-minded  than  in  the  normal  population  is  due 
in  part  to  the  difference  in  age  distribution. 


Table  11. — Patients  Who  Died  in  Institutions  for  Feeble-minded  Dubino 

1922,  by  Mental  Status  and  Sex 


1  ■ 

HXHTAL  STATUS 

nuxBSB  WHO  mm 

ns  1,000  vmm  TBSAmsMTi 

(    *  ■ 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1,347 

764 

583 

28.5 

32.2 

24.S 

Idiot-.-  - 

507 

302 

205 

,  68.7 

80.0 

56.8 

579 

329 

250 

26.7 

29.0 

24.2 

165 

88 

77 

10.1 

11.6 

8.9 

65 

31 

59.5 

53.9 

65.8 

11 

5 

•1 

23.4 

18.7 

2116 

20 

9 

11 

M.2 

45.9 

68.9 

t  ''Under  treatoieni"  indodes  nnmber  resident  at  end  <tf  year  pto  disdiarges  and  deaths  diving  7ear» 


STATISTICS  ^OB  DIVISIONS  AMD  STATES 

Table  12  shows  wide  variations  between  divisions  and  between  States,  both 
in  the  number  of  resident  patients  and  in  the  number  of  first  admissions,  per 
100,000  of  the  population.  These  differences  reflect  for  the  most  part  existing 
dififerences  in  the  provision  made  for  the  institutional  care  of  the  feeble-minded. 
13iey  can  not  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  the  relative  prevalence  of  feeble-minded* 
neas  in  the  reiQ>ective  diviitons  and  States. 


Tablb  12L---I*tTidkM  of 

JaNUABT   1,    1923,  AND 

Divisions  and  States 


Patients 
Ntimbbb 


IN  Institutions  for  Fbbble-mi xded, 
OF  FiBST  Admissions  Dubino  1922,  by 


[Ratios  based  on  population  estimated  as  of  July  1,  1922] 


DIVISION  AND  BTATX 


Total 


United  States. 


Geographic  divisions: 

New  England  

Middle  Atlantic  

East  North  CentraL 
West  North  Central 

South  Atlantic  

East  South  Central- 
West  South  Central. 
Mountato-— 
Pacific....^  


New  England: 

Maine.-  -  ■ 

New  Hampsliire..-  -. 

Vermont  

MassachuscT  ts   

Rhode  Island   

Connecticut  

Middle  Atlantic: 

New  York   

New  Jersey  

Pennsylvania   

East  Noeth  Cfc-NXKAt: 

Ohio  

Indiana   

Illinois.   

Michigan   . 

Wisconsin   

West  Noeth  Central: 

Minnesota  

lowa.-  -  

Missouri   

North  Dakota  :  

South  Dakota.--  

Nebraska  -  - 

Kansas  ........ 

South  Atlantic:  ^ 

Delaware.   

Maryland  ...  — 

Virginia-  — 

West  Virginia   

North  Carolina  

South  Carolina  

Georgia     

Florida  _  

East  South  Centeal:  i 

Kentucky   

Tennessee  

Mississippi  

West  South  Central: 

Arkansas  .  

Louisiana   

Oklahoma  

Texas  .............. 

Mountain:  1 

Montana  

Idaho  ..... 

Wyoming  

Colorado.  -  _  

Pacific: 

Washington  

Oregon   

GalfiDcnia  


Per 

Num-  I  100,000 
ber    i  popu- 


42, 954 


5,000 
13,d03 

10,323 
6,  547 
2, 444 
621 
739 
731 
3,147 


467 
393 
179 
3,034 
377 
550 

7, 278 
1.633 
4,482 

2, 510 
1,565 
2, 458 
2, 132 
1,658 

1,  892 
1,596 
779 
338 
424 
751 
767 

50 
773 
644 
369 
308 
123 

47 
140 

531 

15 
75 

7 
170 
330 
232 

91 

253 
128 
250 

803 
075 
1,009 


39.3 


65.7 
58.2 
46.3 
61.2 
16.9 
6.9 
7.0 
20.8 
53.2 


60.3 
88.1 
50.8 
76.3 
60.8 

a&o 

67.9 
49.3 
49.8 

41.7 
52.4 
36.7 
54.8 
61.2 

76.7 
65.1 
22.7 
50.8 
65.2 
50.8 
^9 

21.9 
51.9 
27.1 
2S.5 
11.6 
7.1 
1.6 
13.7 

21.7 
0.6 
4.2 

0.4 
9.3 
16.5 
4.8 

15.3 
55.1 
61.9 
26.5 

56.9 
83.1 
4&1 


Male 


21,277 


2,389 
6.  615 
5,302 
3, 201 
1,143 
358 
283 
402 
1,584 


Female 


21,677 


207 
189 
40 
1,529 
104 
260 

3, 629 
702 
2,284 

1,367 
728 
1,262 
1, 152 
793 

931 
780 
300 
178 
222 
399 
382 

20 
371 
303 
158 
131 
67 
24 
69 

279 
4 

75 

90 
136 
50 

55 
130 

73 
144 

439 
323 
822 


2,620 
6, 778 
5,021 
3,346 
1,301 
263 
456 
329 
1,563 


260 
204 

139 
1,505 
213 


FIR8T  ADMI8BI0N8  DURING  1022 


Total 


Per 

Num-  100,000 


ber 


7,259 


604 

2,288 
1,859 
706 
655 
65 
222 
160 
700 


popu- 
latioQ 


3,649 

931 
2,198 

1,143 
837 

1, 196 
980 
865 

961 
816 
470 
160 
202 
362 
805 


402 
341 
201 
177 
56 
23 
71 

252 
11 


80 
194 
182 

36 
123 

55 
115 

364 
352 
847 


104 
88 

55 
332 


1,654 

287 
447 

360 
165 
358 
615 
361 

201 
155 
87 
31 
79 
91 
92 

91 

100 

106 
94 

165 
23 
10 

133 

43 
3 
19 

3 
115 
54 
50 

14 
58 
37 
51 

165 
162 
373 


6.6 


7.9 
9.9 
8.3 
5.5 

4,5 
0.7 
2.1 
4.5 
11.8 


13.4 
8.5 

15.6 
8.3 
5.8 
2.7 

14.5 

8.7 
5.0 

6.0 
5.5 
5.3 
15.8 
13.3 

8.1 
6.3 
1.7 
4.7 
12.2 
6.9 
5.1 

10.5 
6.7 
4.5 
6.2 
6.2 
1.3 
0.3 

13.0 

1.8 
0.1 

I.  1 

0.2 
6.3 
2.5 
LO 

2.4 

12.6 
17.9 
6.2 

II.  7 
20.0 
10.1 


Male 


4,068 


287 
1,343 
1, 147 
373 
344 
44 
90 
96 
344 


Fe- 
male 


10 
16 
5 
222 
14 
20 

896 
194 

253 

260 
112 
186 
398 
191 

98 
84 
23 
13 
47 
50 
58 

11 
58 
55 
33 
73 
19 
5 
90 

25 


19 

3 
59 
21 

7 

8 
37 
25 
26 

90 
54 
200 


3,191 


317 
945 
712 
383 
311 

21 
182 

64 
356 


94 
22 
50 
110 
22 
19 

658 

93 
194 

100 
53 
172 
217 
170 

103 
71 
34 
18 
32 
41 
34 

13 
42 
51 
61 
92 
4 
5 
43 

18 

3 


56 
33 
43 

6 
21 
12 
25 

75 
108 
173 


1  State  lor  irtiloh  no  iiia^tatlQitt  ivm  nperted  aie 
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PATIENTS  IN  INSTITUTIONS  FOR  SPIL6PTICS 

NUMB£B  OF  PATIENTS 

The  census  of  epileptics  in  institutions,  taken  in  1923,  was  the  first  special 
census  of  epileptics  taken  by  the  Census  Bureau,  lliis  census  showed  8,777 
epilt^ptics  in  institutions  for  epileptics,  4,159  in  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded 
(these  patients  being  both  feeble-minded  and  epileptic),  10,016  in  institutions 
for  the  insane,  and  l^QMi  in  almahouHfts,  making  a  total  of  24,018  under  institu* 
tional  care. 

No  adequate  data  exist  relative  to  the  aumber  of  (;pileptics  in  the  population 
at  large.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  number  greatly  exceeds  the  number 
in  institutions.  Available  data  also  give  no  clew  as  to  the  probable  increase  or 
demase  of  epilepsy. 

Tabls  13. — Fatixnts  in  iNsxiirtmoNs  fob  Epxusmcs,  Janijabt  1,  1923 

[Ratios  based  oq  population  estimated  as  of 'July  1,  1922] 


8TATS 


United  States  

'ArkMtWMi  ,  

California-,-.-.-  

Illinois  -  

Indiana-  

ilowa*. 

^Kansas   

Maryland  ^ 

Massacliusetts.-..  „. 

MMilgao  :  


Ntunber 


8,777 


4 

15 
245 
416 
424 

533 
12 
1, 140 
M4 


Per  100,000 
of  total 
popula- 
tion 


8.0 


0.2 
0.4 
3.7 
13.9 
17.3 

29.8 
0.8 
2a7 
17.1 


STAZ£ 


Mississippi  . 

Nebraska  

New  Jersey  

New  York  

North  Carolina 
Ohia-  

Pennsylvania- 
Texas  

West  Virginia-, 

Wisconsin  

Wyopnlng-  


Number 


Per  100,000 
of  total 

popula- 


4 

0.2 

93 

7.0 

769 

23.2 

1,662 

14.6 

193 

7.3 

1,720 

2&T 

'  178 

2.0 

60d 

12.4 

188 

12.3 

1 

3 

tlianime-tenth  (tf  1  per  10(^000. 

qOLOB  OB  RACE 

Of  the  8,777  patients  in  institutions  for  epileptics,  8,601,  or  98  per  cent,  were 
whites;  173,  or  2  per  cent,  were  negroes;  and  3  were  In<fians.  Qi  the  whites. 
4,636,  or  53.9  per  cent,  were  males  and  3,965,  or  46.1  per  cent,  were  females;  and 
of  the  negroes  103,  or  59.5  per  cent,  were  noales  and  70,  or  40.5  per  cent,  were 
females.  The  whites  and  the  negroes  are  distributed  by  States  in  Table  14. 
The  very  low  ratio  of  negro  patients  in  the  entire  United  States  probably  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  in  many  States  n^oes  are  jo^ot  admitted  to  the  institutions  as 
readily  as  are  whites.  •  ' 

Table  14. — Patients  in  Institutions  for  Epileptics,  January  1,  1923,  by 

CoiiOR  OR  RaCB 


suxs 

WHITE 

NEGRO 

~  ST4TS 

WHITE 

NEGRO 

Num- 
ber 

Per 
100,000 
of  same 

race 

Num- 
ber 

Per 
100,000 
of  same 

race 

Num- 
Der 

Per 
100,000 
of  same 

race 

Num- 
ber 

Per 
100,000 
of  same 

race 

United  States  __ 

8, 601 

9.1 

173 

1.7 

Mississippi  

4 

93 
735 
1, 543 
193 

i,m 

177 
605 
188 
1 

0.5 
7,3 
24.2 
15.2 
10.8 

sao 

2.1 
15.4 
13.7 

■  "1 

Nebraska   

4 
15 
239 
409 
419 

510 
12 
1, 124 

0.3 

0.5 

3.8 
14.4 
17.6 

29.8 
1.0 
29.6  i 
1&2 

34 
19 

29.0 
9.6 

New  York  

8 
7 
4 

22 

3.3 
8.  7 
21.0 

38.0 

North  Carolina  

Ofaio  

Indiana  

1 

81.3 

0.4 

iKansas   

Pennsylvania  

Maryland   

West  Virginia  

Massachusetts  

16 
6 

35.2 
10.^ 

Wisconsin  

Wyotntng.-,-...... 

1  LesB  than  oa&<tOTtli  of  1  p«r  100,000. 
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NATIVITY  AND  PA&fiNTAGS 

Table  15  shows  the  nativity  and  parentage  of  white  patients  in  institutions  for 
epileptics,  together  with  the  number  of  patients  per  100,000  of  the  general  popu- 
lation of  the  same  nativity  and  parentage.  The  comparatively  low  ratio  of 
foreign-born  patients  to  foreign-born  population  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
immigrants  found  to  hUve  epilepsy  are  excluded  from  this  countiy. 

Tabus  IS.— W«n  Patobnts  in  IsrsrmmoKs  for  Enmncsi  lAmrAvr  1, 1923, 

BT  NATnn*rr  and  Pabsntaos 


> 

Per  100,000 
population 
of  same 
nativity 
and  par- 
entage 

7. 803 
4,225 
1,404 
664 
736 

9.6 
7.2 
9lft 
0.5 
5.4 

M i \ ed  parentage  ......  ........ 

ACS 

The  age  distribution  of  patients  in  institutions  for  epileptics  is  shown  by  sex 
in  Table  16.  About  3  per  cent  were  under  10  years  of  age,  66  per  oent  between 
15  md  4djreMs  of  age,  and  4  per  cent  65  years  of  age  aad  ovw. 

Tabi^  16* — Paxibnts  in  Institutions  for  EpiLfiPTics,  Januaby  1,  1923,  by 

Ags  and  Sbx  .- 


AGE 

PB  CKHT  pnKiBimoir 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

]kA8l0 

Femalo 

8,777 

4,741 

4,036 

BMU> 

mo 

loao 

22 

10 

12 

a3 

0.2 

0.3 

228 

139 

89 

2:6 

2.9 

2.2 

636 

3^ 

293 

7.2 

7.2 

7.3 

lOtolOTMs:    

908 

51^ 

404 

11.0 

11.0 

lao 

1,093 
1,040 
959 

506 

497 

12.5 

12.6 

12.3 

589 

451 

1L8 

12.4 

1L2 

4^ 

477 

lao 

ia2 

11.8 

805 

475 

4ao 

ia2 

lao 

ia4 

781 

387 

394 

8.0 

&2 

9.8 

687 

345 

342 

7.8 

7.3 

8.5 

499 

262 

237 

5.7 

5.5 

5.9 

3^ 

200 

140 

4.0 

4.2 

3.7 

256 

146 

110 

2.0 

3.1 

2.7 

173 

96 

75 

2.0 

2.1 

L9 

196 

01 

65 

1.8 

1.9 

Li 

35 

14 

21 

a4 

as 

as 

 rJ^  

MARITAL  CONDITION 

Patients  in  institutions  for  epileptics  are  for  the  most  part  unmarried.  A  lai^ 
proportion  of  them  enter  tiie  institutions  comparatively  young,  and  pubflc 
opinion  and  the  diaorder  iteelf  are  deterrents  to  manil^.  Also,  the  manriage 
mm  ot  seme  Stetea  forbid  ^  marriBge  id  ^nleptiee. 


4 


10 


Tabls  17. — PAraBNTS  IN  Institutions  for  Epileptics,  Januaey  1,  1923,  bt 

Mabital  Condition  and  Skx 


MARITAL  CONDITION 

KITMBSB 

9KB  CJSNTBiBnUBTmOH 

Total 

Male 

Fttnaie 

Total 

Male 

female 

8, 777 

4,  741 

4, 036 

100.0 

100.0 

loao 

7, 188 
1.077 
320 
135 
57 

3,996 
485 
U4 
83 

as 

3,192 
592 
176 
52 
24 

81.9 
12.3 
3.6 
1.5 

ao 

84.3 
10.2 
3.0 
1.8 
0.7 

79.1 
14.7 
4.4 
1.3 

ao 

NUMBEB  OF  TIMES  ADMITTED 

Table  18  shows  that  of  the  patients  in  institutions  for  epileptics  on  January  1, 
1923,  81.1  per  cent  had  been  admitted  but  once,  14.9  per  cent  twice,  and  .2.5 
per  cent  three  times  or  more.  In  the  cases  of  1.6  per  cent,  the  mimbw  of  times 
admitted  was  not  ascertained. 

TabIiE  18.— Patients  in  Inbtitotions  fob  Epileptics,  January  1,  1923, 

CLASfiUFISD  AgCOBDINQ  TO  NVMBSB  OF  TlMBS  A]>lfXTTSI>  TO  SuCH  InSTXTU* 

noNs 


IKUES  ADMITTED 

■ 

• 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Mate  > 

Femate 

8,777 

4, 741 

4, 036 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

7,114 
1,307 
155 
38 
25 
1S8 

3, 785 
732 
102 
24 
21 
77 

3, 329 
575 
53 
14 

81.1 
14.9 
'  1.8 
0.4 
0.3 
1.6 

79.8 
15.5 
2.2 
0.5 
0.4 

82.5 
14.2 
1.8 

aa 
ai 

LENGTH  OF  TIME  SPENT  IN  INSTITUTIONS 

The  length  of  time  spent  in  institutions  for  epileptics  is  shownffor  resident 

SEttients  in  Table  19.    Nearly  one-fourth  of  the  patients  had  been  in  the  institu- 
ons  less  than  2  years,  somewhat  less  than  one-half  from  2  to  OJyears^  «ul 
somewhat  over  onMourth  10  years  or  more. 

Table  1*. — Patients  in  Institutions  for  Epileptics,  January  1,  1923,  bt 
LBNO-ra  or  Time  Spent  in  Such  Institutions 


LENGTH  OF  INSIRIITIONAL 
BXBIDBIfCB 


NUMBER 


Total. 


Less  tban  3  months. 

a  to  6  months.  

7  to  U  months  

1  year   


2  years  

a  years  

4  years  

5  to  9  years. 


10  to  14  years  

15  to  19  years  

ao  years  and  over. 
Uiiraowii  


Total 


8, 777 


290 
402 
545 
9S0 

748 
765 
586 
2,166 

1,204 
697 
440 
4 


Male 


4,741 


174 
255 
333 
fiOO 

425 
429 
314 
1, 188 

633 
312 
178 


Female 


4, 036 


116 
147 
212 
480 

323 
336 
272 
978 

571 
385 
282 
4 


PSB  CENT  DISTRIBUTION 


Total 


100.0 


3.3 

4.6 
6.2 

lae 

8.5 
8.7 
6.7 
24.7 

13.7 
7.9 
5.0 


0) 


Male 


mo 


3.7 
5.4 
7.0 

las 

9.0 
9.0 
6.6 
25.1 

13.4 
6.6 
8.8 


Female 


loao 


2.0 
3.6 
5.3 

ia7 

8.0 
8.3 
6.7 
21.2 

14.1 
9.6 

6.5 

ai 


^  Less  than  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent. 


u 

FIRST  ADMISSIONS— URBAN  AND  RURAL 

The  environment  of  first  adnaissions  to  institutions  for  epileptics  during  1922 
is  shown  by  type  of  epilepsy  anH  Bex,  in  Table  20. 

Table  20. — FtBST  Admissions  to  Institutions  for  Epileptics  Dubing  1922, 

BT  Envxbonmbnt,  Txpe  of  Epilepsy,  and  Sex 


• 

XTPfi  or  EPILEPSY 

Total 

num- 

beri 

VWBAM 

BOBAI. 

Number 

Per  cent  distribu- 
tloa 

Number 

Per  cent  diBlva» 
tBoa 

e 

.9 

CO 

s 

•a 

> 

a 

•3 

S 
'3 

a 

CO 

o 

13 

9 

§ 

1»421 

909 

571 

338 

loao 

100.0 

100.0 

463 

305 

158 

100.0 

100.0 

loao 

224 
1, 107 
57 

aa 

166 
698 
23 
22 

109 
431 
10 
21 

57 
267 
13 
1 

18.3 
76.8 
2.5 
2.4 

19. 1    16. 9 
75.5  79.0 
L8  3.8 
3.7  a3 

56 
378 
19 
10 

35 
247 
13 
10 

21 
131 
6 

12.1 
8L6 
4.1 
2.2 

11.5 
81.0 
4.3 
3.3 

13.3 
82.9 

a.s 

1  Tiiiffhii|4ia  49  first  admissioos  whose  prevloos  environment  was  not  reported. 


During  1922,  the  ratio  of  first  admissions  per  100,000  of  the  populatton  in  urban 
districts  was  1.7;  in  rural  districts,  0.9.  The  ratio  for  males  was  2.1  m  tu^an 
districts  and  1.1  in  rural  districts;  the  ratio  for  females  was  1.2  in  »«>«^2f:"  j 
and  0.6  in  rural  districts.  The  higher  ratios  in  urban  than  m  rural  districts  do 
not  necessarily  imply  that  epilepsy  is  more  prevalent  in  urban  than  m  rural  dis- 
tricts, as  it  is  likely  that  a  larger  proportion  of  epilc^ticB  in  urban  districts  reach 
institutions. 

DISCHARGES 

Table  21  shows  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  patients  discharged  from  mati- 
tutions  for  epileptics  during  1922  were  young  persons,  52.4  per  cent  of  them  being 
under  25  years  of  age.  The  average  age  of  females  discharged  was  lower  tban 
that  of  male&  disch^ged. 


Tabub  21. — TA'OXem  Discharged  from  Institutions  fob  Epuosptics  Dubinq 

1922,  BT  Age  and  Sex 


AOS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

774 

574 

200 

100.0 

loao 

loao 

2 

2 

a3 

as 

30 

17 

13 

3.9 

8.0 

as 

69 

46 

23 

8.9 

8.0 

11.8 

127 

88 

39 

16.4 

15.3 

las 

177 

132 

45 

22.9 

23.0 

22.5 

116 

94 

22 

15.0 

16.4 

ILO 

93 

76 

17 

12.0 

13.2 

ai 

50 

41 

15 

7.2 

7.1 

7*8 

32 

21 

11 

4.1 

8.7 

as 

17 

13 

4 

2.2 

2.3 

2.0 

20 

15 

5 

Z6 

2.6 

2.S 

9 

8 

1 

1.2 

1.4 

as 

9 

7 

2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.0 

2 

2 

0.3 

as 

2 
13 

2 
10 

0.3 
L7 

0  3 
hi 

Age  unknown   .   - 

3 

1 

During  1922,  the  rate  of  discharges  from  institutions  for  epileptics  per  100 
admissions  was  45.4.    Of  each  group  of  45.4  patients  discharged,  1.2  were  dis- 
charged as  recovered,  20.7  as  improved,  21.6  as  unimproved,  0.2  as  not  epileptic 
and  for  1.8  the  condition  was  not  reported. 


DSATiiS 

As  shown  by  Table  22,  581  patients  died  in  institutions  for  epileptics  during 
1922.  Of  these,  355  were  males  and  226  were  females.  The  death  rate  per  1,000 
under  treatment  was  62.6  for  males,  50.6  for  females,  and  57.3  for  both  sexes  com- 
hmed.  The  median  age  group  for  each  sex  at  death  was  35  to  39  years.  This 
Mmpa»tively  low  age  sui^rts  the  belief  that  epilepsy  greatly  shortens  life. 

Table  22. — Number  of  Patients  Who  Died  ix  Institutions  for  Epileptics 
During  1922,  With  Daaxh  IUt£  Paa  1,000  U^nsB  Tbsatmsnt,  bt  Ttps 


1 

i 

mnCBKR  WHO  DIBD 

0in>n  "WL 

mm  cxriBrfLSBST 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total  

581 

355 

226 

57.3 

62.6 

50.6 

laiopathic   ,  

130 

92 

38 

88.4 

103.1 

65.7 

443 

258 

185 

53.0 

55.9 

49.3 

1 

1 

t 

14.1 

10.8 

16.7 

6 

4 

1 

56.S 

M.8 

66.7 

1  "Under  treatment''  includes  number  resident  at  end  of  year  plus  <tiadiarges  and  deaths  during  year. 

STATISTICS  FOR  STATES 

The  statistics  presented  for  the  entire  United  States  show  that  the  rate  of 
epilepsy  is  influenced  by  such  factors  as  the  color  and  nativity  distribution  of  the 
population,  and  its  sex  and  age  composition.  While  these  factors  vary  con- 
siderably among  the  different  States,  it  is  not  believed  they  account  to  any 
consideraUe  extent  for  the  wide  differences  in  rates  shown  by  Table  23.  For 
the  most  part  these  difFerences  indicate  differences  among  the  States  in  the  extent 
of  institutional  care  of  epileptics.  They  do  not  ihdicate  the  relative  prevalence 
of  einlepsy  in  the  several  States. 

Table  23. — Number  of  Patients  in  Institutions  for  Epileptics,  January  1, 
1923,  AND  Number  of  First  Admissions  During  1922,  by  States 

[Batios  baaed  <m  pbpiilalkm  estimated  as  <^  July  1,  ltt2] 


United  States 

Arkansas  

California  .  

IlUnois  

iDcHaiia  

Iowa  .  

Kansas.  

Maryland   

Massachuseita.  

Michigan  

Mississippi  

Nebraska  

New  Jersey..,,.--.- 

New  York  . 

North  Caroliiia.  

OWo-  

PcnuQ^vania  

Texas   

West  Virginia  

Wisconsin.  _.•,„... 

Wyoming  


PBSSENT  JANUARY  1,  ia23 


Total 


1  8.  777 


4 
15 
245 
416 
424 

533 
1  12 
1, 140 

664 
4 

93 
769 

1,  662 
193 

1,720 

198 

605 
188 
1 

2 


Per 

100,000 
popula- 
tion 


8.0 


0.2 
0.4 
3.7 
13.9 
17.3 

29.8 
0.8 
28.7 
17.1 
0.2 

7.0 
23.2 
14.6 

7.3 
S8.7 

2.0 
12.4 
12.3 

m 

1.0 


Male 


4,741 


4 
7 
181 
416 

211 

303 
10 
560 
314 
4 

M 
380 
791 
117 
874 

61 
332 
122 

1 

o 


Female 


4,036 


8 
64 


213 

280 
2 
580 
350 


42 
389 
771 

76 
866 

117 
273 
66 


FIRST  ADMISSIONS  DURING  1923 


Total 


Num- 
ber 


1,421 


2 
12 
80 
61 
98 

59 
5 
188 
67 
12 

16 
115 
250 

42 
221 

128 
25 
1 

9 


Per 
100,000 
popula- 
tion 


1.3 


0.1 

0.3 
1.2 
2.0 
4.0 

3.3 
0.3 
4.7 
1.7 
0.7 

1.2 
3.5 
2.3 
1.6 
3.7 

0.4 
2.6 
1.6 

(2) 

1.0 


Male 


900 


2 
8 
58 
61 
56 

35 
5 
114 
22 
12 

10 
65 

150 
33 

134 

23 
90 
19 
1 
2 


Female 


521 


4 

22 


42 
24 


74 
46 


6 
60 
100 
9 

m 

14 

38 
6 


1  Exclusive  of  20  patients  for  whom  individual  schedules  were  not  received. 
*  Lw  tten  ooe-tentib  Of  1  par  lOMM* 


